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Engaging Learners in the Climate of
Challenge

• The new GCSEs are extremely rigorous and
challenging for our students. To support
students in this, St Joseph's Catholic School
has looked at the different ways that teachers
can maintain motivation and engagement,
and also assist students to achieve more.
• This has included the production of resources,
the creation of a blog and a clear message of
how to succeed through metacognition.

The new KS4 - Increased demand of new
specifications

What is stopping our students
achievingg at KS4?
A Lack of cultural capital.
Lack of ‘word wealth’ particularly in academic phrasing /vocabulary.
Understanding of how to write academically.
Inability to consider the impact on an audience of their own writing.
Poor knowledge of grammar/punctuation.
Lack of understanding of how to revise for exams.
Little personal access to high quality and challenging fiction and
non-fiction texts.
• Students lack confidence in expressing a personal opinion.
• Students lack confidence with more than the most basic of
language techniques, leaving them at a disadvantage in terms of
quality of analysis.
• Students struggle to understand how to compare texts.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The new specifications are
more demanding in three
ways:
• Content
• Examination
• Grading

Increased Challenge needed at KS3
•
•

There is a potential problem of the lack of challenge and duplication of KS2 curriculum at KS3.
Ascertaining what vital skills are needed by the end of year 11 is a way forward in adding additional challenge to the
KS3 curriculum.

•

Although it could be argued that English is recursive, the level at which KS3 curriculums should be pitched
should be addressed to fully prepare students for the challenge required at KS4.
This could be achieved by dividing the English curriculum into several key strands
The difficulty in skills needed for each strand could progress over the years to ensure all have been reached by
year 11.

•
•

Year 7
Shakespeare

•

•
•

Context
of
Shakespeare’s
world
Opening
scene
Staging a
scene

Year 8
•
•
•

Shakespeare’s
language
Anatomy of a
scene
Characterisation
through language

Year 9
•
•
•
•

Audience’s
reaction to a
scene
Comparing two
scenes
The structure of a
whole play
Development of a
character over
the play

Year 10
•
•
•
•

Role of
characters
Characterisation
Different
perspectives
Dramatic craft

Year
11
Revision

Intervening against the lost KS3 years
• There are two aspects to this presentation.
• In a sense there are students who have not been
through a challenging KS3 or KS2 and are
therefore not as ready as we would like to tackle
the rigourous GCSEs.
• Therefore, we need to intervene for these
students to ensure that they are ready.
• The second aspect is to ensure that the KS3
curriculum is sufficiently challenging to ensure
that they are ready for
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Departmental Blogs

The blog has been paramount to the success of our students in the last
two years.
The blog is a go to forum that enables us to:
•Give students key information
•Provide additional resources that back up or add to the learning in class.
•Extend their understanding through links to additional/ deeper learning.
•Provides them with an opportunity to check for homework etc.

Modeling Work/ Meta-cognition

Metacognition

• Don’t assume they can do
things – model it. So, model a
solution to a problem with
them first, before asking them
to try it.
• I model SQUAD paragraphs,
analysis, annotation etc.
• I keep a ‘model book’. I will
complete answers etc. and
then if a student hits a wall,
they can look at the book.
• If you can explain how you
have answered a question
they stand more of a chance
of being able to tackle it.

Metacognition

Curriculum Planning - Blocking vs.
Interleavingg
• Facilitate repetition, through your curriculum.
• Interleaving: Chopping topics up and spaced
them about between each other – so you keep
coming back to topics. This repetition and
retrieval aids memory.
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Graphic Novels to support challenging texts
• The concept of the bande dessine or graphic novel
is sometimes frowned upon in the UK as not
being 'real' literature, or being literature for
children, but we need only to take a look at how
respected this genre is in Europe and Asia and the
quality of titles available, to maybe shift our
perception slightly.

How do we boost memory?

• Reliable quizzing
• Knowledge
organisers or maps

• There are ranges of books that publish the exact
text found in the classical version but with
extremely engaging images
• The advantage of these over a film is it
encourages a reading culture and brings
otherwise intimidating texts to life.

• Closed book KS3
assessments

• They also allow students to understand implied
emotions or figurative language (a high cognitive
skill).
• Cartoon accounts of key historical events have
proven very useful in the past as well.

Boosting Memory through games
and repetition

Reliable Quizzing

Image
g and Quotations
• Reliable quizzing – We have been experimenting with all
forms of quizzing this last year. Although this isn’t
innovative and doesn’t sound engaging but the students
love it (and especially the stickers that they get when
they’ve done well.)
• We have been doing Spelling tests, grammar tests, unit
based weekly tests, or simply recapping by asking students
‘what did we learn yesterday, last week, or last term…?’
• All of these prove incredibly useful in boosting memory.
• When preparing for exams, we have had great success with

'a hard headed
practical man of
business’ (Act
1)

‘‘mixed up
together like
bees in a hive’
(Act 1)

‘‘The lighting
should be pink
and intimate
until the
Inspector
arrives and
then it should
be brighter and
harder’ (Act 1)

‘‘these girls
aren’t cheap
labour - they’re
people’ (Act 1)

‘‘The famous
younger
generation who
know it all’
(Act 3)

‘‘There are
millions and
millions and
millions of Eva
Smiths and
John Smiths’
(Act 3)

An Inspector Calls - Round One

An Inspector Calls - Round Two

Image and Quotations

Image and Missing Words

'a hard headed
practical man of
business’ (Act
1)

‘‘mixed up
together like
bees in a hive’
(Act 1)

‘‘The lighting
should be pink
and intimate
until the
Inspector
arrives and
then it should
be brighter and
harder’ (Act 1)

‘‘these girls
aren’t cheap
labour - they’re
people’ (Act 1)

‘‘The famous
younger
generation who
know it all’
(Act 3)

‘‘There are
millions and
millions and
millions of Eva
Smiths and
John Smiths’
(Act 3)

'a hard ______
_______ man of
business’ (Act
1)

‘‘mixed up
together like
____ in a ____’
(Act 1)

‘‘The lighting
should be ____
and ________
until the
Inspector
arrives and
then it should
be _______ and
_______’ (Act
1)

‘‘these girls
aren’t _____
________ they’re
_______’ (Act
1)

‘‘The ________
younger
generation who
____ it all’
(Act 3)

‘‘There are
_______ and
________ and
________ of
Eva Smiths and
John Smiths’
(Act 3)
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'a ____ ______
_______ man of
________’ (Act
1)

Round Three

Round Four

Image and MORE Missing Words

Image only

‘‘_____ up
________ like
____ in a ____’
(Act 1)

‘‘The ________
should be ____
and ________
until ___
_________
arrives and
then it _______
____ _______
and _______’
(Act 1)

‘‘______ ____
aren’t _____
________ they’re
_______’ (Act
1)

• Steps:
• 1st we’ll: “stand up, hand up, pair
up”.
• Partner A quizzes B with their card.
• Partner B answers if they can.
• Partner A praises if correct – but
coaches, if not.
• Partners switch roles and repeat the
process.
• So:
• Partner B quizzes A with their card.
• Partner A answers if they can.
• Partner B praises if correct – but
coaches, if not.
• Partners trade cards and thank each
other.
• Place your hand in the air to let the
room know that you’re ready to Quiz
Quiz Trade again.
• Repeat all of the above again

‘‘The ________
_________
___________
who ____ it all’
(Act 3)

‘‘There are
_______ and
________ and
________ of
___ _______
and ____
______’
(Act 3)

Memory Platforms

Quizzy Rascal!

• What happens in the prologue?
• Name five key words/phrases from the prologue.
• Why has Shakespeare included so much
information in the prologue?
• Name five interesting facts about the way families
lived together during Shakespeare’s context.
• Name the monarchs on the throne during
Shakespeare’s life?

Question:

Answer:

PLOT
1

Knowledge Organisers

3
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Scrooge is visited by the ghost of his dead partner, Jacob
Marley, who tells Scrooge that, due to his greedy life, he has
to wander the Earth wearing heavy chains. Marley tries to
stop Scrooge from doing the same. He tells Scrooge that three
spirits will visit him during the next three nights. Scrooge falls
asleep.

He wakes and the Ghost of Christmas Past takes
Scrooge into the past. Invisible to those he watches,
Scrooge revisits his childhood school days, his
apprenticeship with a jolly merchant named Fezziwig,
and his engagement to Belle, who leaves Scrooge as he
loves money too much to love another human being.
Scrooge sheds tears of regret before being returned to
his bed.
The Ghost of Christmas Present shows Scrooge
Christmas as it will happen that year. Scrooge watches
the Cratchit family eat a tiny meal in their little home.
He sees Bob Cratchit's crippled son, Tiny Tim, whose
kindness and humility warm Scrooge's heart. The
spectre shows Scrooge his nephew's Christmas party.
Scrooge asks the spirit to stay until the very end.
Toward the end of the day the ghost shows Scrooge
two starved children, Ignorance and Want. He vanishes
as Scrooge notices a dark, hooded figure coming.
The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come takes Scrooge through a
sequence of scenes linked to an unnamed man's death.
Scrooge, is keen to learn the lesson. He begs to know the
name of the dead man. He finds himself in a churchyard with
the spirit pointing to a grave. Scrooge looks at the headstone
and is shocked to read his own name. He is desperate to
change his fate and promises to change his ways. He suddenly
finds himself safely tucked in his bed.
Scrooge rushes out onto the street hoping to share his
newfound Christmas spirit. He sends a turkey to the Cratchit
house and goes to Fred's party, As the years go by, he
continues to celebrate Christmas with all his heart. He treats
Tiny Tim as if he were his own child, gives gifts for the poor
and is kind, generous and warm.

CHARACTERS

THEMES

Ebernezer
Scrooge

A selfish business man who transforms
into a charitable philanthropist.

Greed

Jacob Marley

Scrooge’s dead partner who returns as
a ghost to warn scrooge to change his
ways.

Bob Cratchitt

Scrooge’s clerk who doesn’t have much
money. He loves his family and is
shown to be happy and morally
upright.

Tiny Tim

Bob’s ill son whose story plays a part in
inspiring Scrooge’s transformation.

The ghost of
Christmas Past

A strange combination of young and
old, wearing white robes and looking
like a candle.

Transformation

The ghost of
Christmas
Present

A portly, jovial gentleman surrounded
by a warm glow. He brings joy on the
most needy townsfolk.

Guilt

The ghost of
christmas yet
to come

A robed and hooded spirit who
confronts Scrooge with his own
tombstone.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
1824 – Dickens’ father is sent to jail for debt and Dickens has
to give up his education until his father inherits some money
and he goes to a private school
Dickens was put to work in a warehouse, pasting labels on
bottles. He had experience of poverty.
Dickens became a writer of fiction and journalism, reporting
on court cases and working for radical newspapers on his
disillusionment with politics and the class system.
1832 – The Great Reform Bill gave many middle class property
owners the right to vote for the first time. Large sections of
the middle classes, the working classes and women still didn’t
have the right to vote.
1834 – Poor Law Amendment Act – Led to a cut in aid given to
paupers to help them stay in their own homes. Workhouses
were created which poor people would have to live and work
in, if they were unable to pay for their own housing.
September 1843 – Dickens visits a “Ragged School.”
December 1843 Dickens writes A Christmas Carol focusing on
how many of society’s ills can be blamed on greed for money
and status.

Predestination
Free will
Poverty
Class
Stratification
Isolation

Family

Generosity
Redemption
Capitalism

KEY QUOTES
.“Oh! But he was a tight-fisted
hand at the grindstone,
Scrooge…a squeezing,
wrenching, grasping, scraping,
clutching, covetous old sinner!
Hard and sharp as flint, from
which no steel had ever struck
out generous fire; secret, and
self-contained, and solitary as
an oyster.”
“No beggars implored him to
bestow a trifle, no children
asked him what it was o'clock,
no man or woman ever once
in all his life inquired the way
to such and such a place, of
Scrooge.”
“He had so heated himself
with rapid walking in the fog
and frost, this nephew of
Scrooge's, that he was all in a
glow; his face was ruddy and
handsome; his eyes sparkled,
and his breath smoked again.”
“Old Marley was as dead as a
door-nail.”

Social
Responsibility
Justice
Supernatural
Morality

STYLISTIC
FEATURES
Allegory
Narrator
Pathetic fallacy
Prolepsis

“Marley's face. It was not in
impenetrable shadow as the
other objects in the yard were,
but had a dismal light about it,
like a bad lobster in a dark
cellar. It was not angry or
ferocious, but looked at
Scrooge as Marley used to
look: with ghostly spectacles
turned up on its ghostly
forehead. The hair was
curiously stirred, as if by
breath or hot air; and, though
the eyes were wide open, they
were perfectly motionless.
That, and its livid colour, made
it horrible; but its horror
seemed to be in spite of the
face and beyond its control,
rather than a part of its own
expression.”

A CHRISTMAS CAROL- CHARLES DICKENS

• Knowledge Organisers or maps – provide a
thorough approach to ensure that students
can ascertain what they absolutely need to
know for each unit.
• Our Knowledge Organisers include
terminology, context, vocabulary etc that
students should know – these then become
points of revision and can be differentiated.
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Ebernezer Scrooge is at work in his counting house. Despite
the Christmas Eve cold, he refuses to spend money on coals
for the fire. Scrooge's turns down his nephew, Fred’s,
invitation to his Christmas party and the request of two men
who want money for charity.

Symbolism
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Displays for learning

Engagement

Engagement in Maths

Use of ICT

Google Drive

Google Docs

•
•

Online marking and homework
answering
Resources used in the lesson that
can then be accessed at home

•
•

Instant AFL – answer question on your
phone
Student Questionnaires - Where are
they? What do they need help on?
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Name: ______________________
Year 8 ‘Animal Farm’ Homework.

Padlet.com

Create a photo album
scrapbook that could belong
to one of the characters or
shows an event related to the
topic.

iHomework

Create a ten song playlist that
is linked to the topic – explain
your choices.

Facebook- create a Fakebook profile for a
character. This can be an animal or
human.
Create a series of diary entries
as a character from the novel.
Create a revision tool- game
Create your own topic
or quiz that will help us to test
related app based on
what we have learned this
Animal Farm.
unit.

Create a mini dictionary with
twenty new words that you
could link to the topic.
Create your own homework
task!
Create a timeline of events
based on the novel and the
contextual links.

Write a poem as a character
or linked to the topic in some
way.

Research the Russian
Revolution and create a
revision poster.
Write an email which summarises
what happens in each chapter of
the novel in your own words.

Pick a section of the book that
you are reading and write a
script for that part. Include
stage directions.
Write a news story to
report on an event linked
to the topic. Include a
snappy headline!

Rewrite a part of a story from
a specific character’s
perspective.
Create a fake Twitter account
and a number of tweets as a
character at different points.

During the lesson students write a question on the padlet wall and
then other students are able to log on and answer the question at
home or at the end of the lesson – this could work well with the
teacher computer or an ipad in subjects with them,

Create an invention linked to
the topic- it could help a
character in some way or help
us!

•
•

Select one task each week to hand in to your English
teacher.
You must submit 6 tasks before the end of the term.

Create a 2d or 3d map that
shows the different locations
of an event linked to the
topic/a character’s
movements.

Got an ipad? Some amazing apps.
This is great for
revision. Key
words can be
inserted and
whatever it lands
on, students must
tell the class
about.

A great app for
photographing work
or ideas written on
the whiteboard.
The camera focuses
in on the document
or whiteboard to
produce a clear
image.

You can upload
class lists, to easily
construct an
online mark book
and design seating
plans. You can
link it easily to
dropbox.

Popplet is an online mind mapping tool. This is
great for collaborative work and homework.
Padlet is an online pin board. Students can access
a board and answer questions or contribute ideas.
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