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• 'They are all bound up with this wonderful talent
we humans have: to empathise with others.
• If, by reading...we are enabled to step, for one
moment, into another person's shoes, to get right
under their skin, then that is already a great
achievement.
• Through empathy we overcome prejudice,
develop tolerance and ultimately understand
love. Stories can bring understanding, healing,
reconciliation and unity.’
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http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/edumat/activities.shtm
Activity 1 ‐ Human Beings/Human Rights
Activity 2 ‐ A Human Rights Tree
Activity 3 ‐ Needs and Wants
Activity 4 ‐ Human Rights Squares ‐ More Human Rights Squares
Activity 5 ‐ A New Planet
Activity 6 ‐ Human Rights in the News
Activity 7 ‐ Mapping Human Rights in Our Community
Activity 8 ‐ Comparing Rights Documents
Activity 9 ‐ Human Rights Around the World and at Home
Activity 10 ‐ Windows and Mirrors
Activity 11 ‐ Giving Human Rights A Human Face
Activity 12 ‐ Using the Amnesty Interactive CD‐ROM
Activity 13 ‐ Literature and Human Rights
Activity 14 ‐ History and Human Rights
Activity 15 ‐ Science,Technology, the Environment and Human Rights

•
•

About a technological advance, historical or contemporary:
Overall, has this technology had a positive or negative effect on human rights? How?

•

In what ways does this technology strengthen human rights? For whom?

•

Which groups are strengthened by this technology? Do they share any common features?

•

In what ways does this technology weaken human rights? For whom?

•

Which groups are weakened by this technology? Do they share any common features?

•

Does the effect of this technology differ for different groups of people, based on their class, gender,
race, disability, age, or geographic location?

•

If this technology weakens human rights, how could its application be changed in order to promote
human rights?

•

Does this technology create any human rights conflicts (e.g., one person’s right to privacy vs.
another’s right to information)?

• The right to a healthy environment is not explicitly mentioned in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, although an international covenant on the
environment is in the process of being drafted.
• Can you think of a historical reason why the environment is not mentioned in
the UDHR?
• Which of the rights in the UDHR depend on a healthy and safe environment?
• What are the responsibilities of individuals, government, business, and
industry in ensuring a clean and safe environment?
• Often poor and minority groups are affected the most by environmentally
destructive practices. Why is this the case?
• How do civil and political rights such as the right to vote, access to
information, and freedom of expression contribute to environmental rights?
• How do social, economic, and cultural rights such as the right to housing,
adequate compensation, and one’s cultural identity contribute to
environmental rights?

• Are there any situations in which a government is justified
in suppressing dissemination of scientific information or
preventing scientists from speaking freely?
• 4. Article 27 of the UDHR states that "Everyone has the
right to the protection of the moral and material interests
resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production
of which he is the author."
• What do you think "moral interests" means? In what ways
can this right be denied scientists?
• Do scientists have rights with respect to controlling the way
their research and inventions are applied?
• What are scientists’ responsibilities in this area?
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